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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BAR-BENCH-MEDIA CONFERENCE 
 
 
 A meeting of the Bar-Bench-Media Conference was held on Monday, January 14, 2008, at 

12:00 noon in the Supreme Court Conference Room in the Carvel State Office Building.  The 

members of the Conference in attendance were: 

Members from the Bench: 
Chief Magistrate Alan Davis (by telephone) 
 
Members of the Bar: 
Charles J. Durante, Esquire 
Kimberly L. Gattuso, Esquire 
Christine P. Schiltz, Esquire 
Allen M. Terrell, Jr., Esquire 
 
Members of the Electronic Media: 
Peg Brickley (by telephone) 
Chris Carl 
John Dearing (by telephone) 
 
Members of the Print News Media: 
Elizabeth Bennett 
Randall Chase 
 
 Steve Taylor of the Supreme Court and Sean O'Sullivan of the News Journal were also in 

attendance.  Chris Carl chaired the meeting because it was the Electronic News Media's turn to 

chair the Conference.  Chris announced that the meeting would be organizational in nature. 

 The first agenda item was the approval of the draft minutes from the March 12, 2007 and 

May 14, 2007 Conference meetings.  The minutes were approved. 

 Under Old Business, Conference elections and memberships were discussed.  Chris Carl 

was nominated, seconded and elected as the Conference Chair.  In the Chair and Vice Chair 

rotation, it was the Bar's turn to supply a Vice Chair.  Chris asked if there were any Bar volunteers. 

Kimberly Gattuso volunteered to serve as Vice Chair.  She was nominated, seconded and elected as 

Vice Chair.  As to the Electronic News Media members, Chris said that he was reappointing 
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Micheline Boudreau and Peg Brickley for new three year terms.  As to the Bench membership, 

Chris pointed out that there was no member from the Court of Chancery, and he thought it would 

be helpful to the Conference to have a Chancery member.  The Conference Constitution provides 

for six members of the Bench to be appointed by the Chief Justice.  Traditionally, the member from 

the Federal Bench is not counted as an appointment of the Chief Justice.  With the Conference's 

approval, Chris Carl agreed to write to the Chief Justice concerning the appointment of a member 

of the Court of Chancery to the Conference. 

 The next two agenda items were the proposed expansion of electronic news media coverage 

of trial court proceedings and the Disney Report.  At Chris Carl's request, Steve Taylor gave a brief 

history of the Conference's proposal to expand electronic news media coverage of courtroom 

proceedings.  Chris said that he was going to propose writing a letter to the Supreme Court as to the 

status of the Conference's request.  However prior to the meeting, he realized that the Conference 

had not finalized the Disney Report for submission to the Supreme Court.  The purpose of this 

experiment was to demonstrate to the Supreme Court that the electronic news media could cover 

trial court proceedings without being intrusive or disruptive.  The coverage was successful 

according to all accounts.  The Conference had delayed submitting the report to permit Greg Burton 

of the News Journal to add a section on the electronic news media's coverage of trial court 

proceedings in the New Castle County Courthouse in the Court of Chancery and Superior Court.  

Chris Carl and Sean O'Sullivan said that they would contact Greg to ask him to complete his 

section.  Steve Taylor will email each Conference member copies of the draft report and the 

Conference's request to expand electronic news media as well as a roster of Conference members. 

 The next agenda item concerned formal policies regarding the release of court 

administrative records.  Steve Taylor reported that the polices of the Superior Court, the Family 
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Court, the Court of Common Pleas and the Justice of the Peace Court could be found on the Bar 

Bench Media Conference Website on the Supreme Court's home page.  The Supreme Court is 

finalizing its policy for promulgation.  Steve said that he believed the Court of Chancery had 

promulgated its policy and would verify that for the Conference.  Peg Brickley reported that Judge 

Ambro had set up meetings concerning media access to sealed documents in Bankruptcy Court.  

Peg said that progress was being made, but more worked needed to be done.  Peg indicated that, in 

the future, there may be litigation on media access issues in Bankruptcy Court. 

 The last item under Old Business was media terminals/printers in the Court of Chancery and 

Superior Court in the New Castle County Courthouse.  Sean O'Sullivan reported that there were 

media terminals for both courts, but neither court permitted printers to be attached to the terminals.  

Chris Carl said that this was an issue where Judge Ableman was taking the lead and that he would 

contact her. 

 Under New Business, Chris distributed a proposed amendment to the Bar Bench Media 

Conference Constitution.  The amendment would permit members who are participating in the 

meeting by teleconference to be part of a quorum.  Chris tabled the proposed amendment until the 

next Conference meeting because the Conference Constitution requires a 30 day notice period to 

each Conference member of any proposed amendment.  The proposed amendment is attached to 

these minutes and will be posted on the Conference's website. 

 The last agenda item was future meeting dates.  Chris distributed a list of proposed dates 

(copy attached to minutes) that indicated the dates of January 14, 2008, April 21, 2008, July 14, 

2008 and October 20, 2008. Chris said that the dates were subject to change by the Conference 

after the members had a chance to review the dates.  As a result of a question from Allen Terrell 

about the process of placing issues on the agenda, Chris invited all Conference members to contact 
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him with any issues that they wanted included on future agendas.  Mr. Terrell provided Conference 

members with copies of an article entitled Reporter's Privilege in the 21st Century from the most 

recent issue of the Delaware Lawyer. 

 The next meeting of the Conference will be held on Monday, April 21, 2008 at 12:30 p.m. 

in the Supreme Court Conference Room in the Carvel State Office Building.  Lunch will be 

provided. An agenda and draft minutes will be circulated prior to the meeting. 

 The meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
       Stephen D. Taylor 
 
 
January 29, 2008 
 
 
SDT/dlc 
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